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What Should School do?

“Too Cool For School”





Recording Absence

Schools are advised to use code I to record illness and DofE guidance is clear,  schools should authorise absence due to illness (both physical and mental health related) unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness. 

When authenticity of illness is in doubt, school can request parents to provide medical evidence. Schools are advised not to request medical evidence unnecessarily; The DofE do not expect schools to request medical evidence unless there is a clear case to do so. This means that schools must authorise the absence unless they have reason to doubt that a pupil cannot attend school by reason of sickness. 
The DofE advise schools to use code N to record absence where the reason for absence has not yet been provided. 

DfE guidance is clear that code N should not be left on a pupil’s attendance record indefinitely. 
Whilst monitoring attendance, the regulations require schools to notify their local authority (LA), regularly, the details of any pupil of compulsory school age who has failed to attend the school regularly, or has been absent without the school’s permission for a continuous period of ten school days or more. 

The DofE expect schools and LA’s will consider the individual circumstances of each case and take the appropriate course of action to ensure each child receives consistent education. 

Gov School Attendance Guide in Full

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
FINES & PROSECUTIONS

A parent cannot be penalised if a statutory exception applies. These exceptions are: where the school has given permission; where the pupil is prevented from attending by sickness or other unavoidable problems; where their family is marking a day reserved exclusively for religious observance; or where the local authority has failed to fulfil any duty it has to help them get to school. Schools or local authorities to decide if they wish to use a penalty notice as a sanction in individual cases. Penalty notices are governed by the Education (Penalty Notices) (England) Regulations 2007 as amended. 
It is for local authorities to decide whether to prosecute a parent having taken account of all the circumstances of the case and the information submitted by the school. Local authority officers are best placed to assess the family’s circumstances and decide upon the most appropriate course of action. 

The DofE would encourage parents to work with their child’s school and their local authority, to discuss the reasons behind their child’s absence and agree an action plan so that the right support can be put in place to help their child to return to regular and consistent education, whether at school or otherwise. This is where keeping records and a paper trail would benefit you as it would be classed as “supporting evidence” – Anything from requesting support to attendance records and appointments.

            PROVISION 

Local authorities are responsible for arranging suitable education for children of compulsory school age who, because of health reasons, would otherwise not receive suitable education (section 19, Education Act 1996). This applies whether or not the child is registered at a school and whatever type of school they attend. The education must be full-time or as close to full-time as the child’s health allows. 

The department’s statutory guidance on ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs sets out that local authorities should provide education as soon as the child will be away from school for fifteen days or more, consecutively or non-consecutively. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school
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